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• Your Will Is More Than Legalese
• Your Path to the Perfect Gift

Big Dreams Come True
rangewood Foundation has helped me every step of the way,” says 
Elizabeth, a freshman attending UC Berkeley. Like any incoming college 
freshman, Elizabeth arrived on campus mostly excited (about her  

classes and exploring San Francisco) and a little nervous (about sharing  
a university apartment with a roommate she had not yet met). Now, with a 
semester under her belt, Elizabeth is majoring in English and hopes to study 
abroad in Scotland. She dreams of going to law school after earning her 
undergraduate degree.

As a child, Elizabeth suffered abuse at the hands of her parents. Starting in 
kindergarten, school provided an escape from what was happening at home. 
In middle school, she told a school counselor what she and her siblings were 
enduring, and they were placed into foster care. Placed in various foster and 
group homes over the intervening years, Elizabeth continued to find an escape 
at school. She took honors courses and joined the swim team, filling her time 
and thoughts with school.

While she was in high school, because of the trauma in her past, Elizabeth’s 
social worker connected her with a mental health case worker at Orangewood 
Foundation. Orangewood staff helped Elizabeth develop coping skills and 
manage her stress. When she graduated from high school, Orangewood staff 
helped her find employment at a local YMCA as a lifeguard and encouraged 
her to keep swimming to help manage her stress. For a few years, Elizabeth 
worked two part-time jobs and took classes at a local community college with 
the help of Orangewood scholarships. When she decided she wanted to enroll 
at a four-year university to turn her love of books into an English degree, 
Orangewood staff was there to help. Although she didn’t think she would get 
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From foster care to 
UC Berkeley, Elizabeth has     
her sights on law school.

 “

GIVE TO A  
BRIGHTER FUTURE
You can help youth like Elizabeth 
pursue their dreams and 
accomplish more than they ever 
thought possible. Contact Carlos 
Leija at (714) 619-0201 or  
cleija@orangewoodfoundation.org 
to discuss how you can make a 
difference today—and tomorrow.
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Your Will Is More 
Than Legalese

ne of the most important legal documents you’ll ever create, a will dictates 
how you want your assets distributed after you’re gone. But beyond legalities, 
a will is a reflection of your life. It reveals who and what mattered most to 

you, and it’s the final gesture by which you’ll be remembered.

A well-planned will relieves family members from having to guess your final 
wishes during their time of grief, and it ensures they are taken care of in the 
manner you specify. When you provide for Orangewood Foundation in your will, 
you also extend your legacy of caring and generosity to foster and community 
youth transitioning to adulthood. 

A will has extraordinary potential, yet the 2017 NMI Healthy Aging Database® 
study found that 68 percent of Americans over the age of 18 don’t have one. Are 
you one of the 68 percent? If so, consider what a will can do for you: 
 • Name a guardian for minor children 
 • Make financial arrangements for family members 
 • Provide for a pet 
 • Protect your business 
 • Forgive a debt 
 • Direct the division of your property (so the state does not) 
 • Choose the executor for your estate 
 • Reduce estate administration expenses 
 • Provide for a charitable organization

WANT TO ADD US TO YOUR EXISTING WILL?
You don’t need to create a new will. Simply ask your attorney to prepare a 
codicil, a document that amends your original will. This is a common way to 
make minor changes. 

Visit our website at 
orangewoodfoundation.
planmygift.org to learn 
how a gift in your will to 
Orangewood Foundation 
can help foster and 
community youth reach 
their greatest potential. 

USE YOUR WILL 
FOR GOOD

in, she applied to Berkeley because, as she explained, “If you’re going to go to college, you might as well try to 
go to the best one you can!”

Today, Elizabeth is a thriving college student—thanks to generous donors like you! 

“From helping me learn coping skills to helping me navigate the college application process, Orangewood 
staff members have guided me and served as role models—and the financial assistance has been such a huge 
help,” says Elizabeth. “I’m so appreciative of the help and very excited to be pursuing my dreams at Berkeley.” 

Big Dreams Come True



WRAP IT UP!
Once you’ve chosen the  

gift that’s best for you, contact 
Carlos Leija at (714) 619-0201 or 
cleija@orangewoodfoundation.org 

so we can help you arrange  
the details. 

t’s not easy choosing the perfect gift, especially when it 
comes to charitable giving from your estate. When to 
give, how much to give and the affordability of giving 

are common concerns. And then there’s the choice about 
how you want the gift to benefit you. 

Whether you aim to enjoy tax savings or maintain your 
current lifestyle, there’s a charitable gift that meets your 
needs. Use the chart below to navigate these advantages 
and find the perfect gift—one that benefits you and makes 
a significant impact on foster and community youth.

Your Path to the Perfect Gift

IF YOU WANT TO… 

Make a larger gift now or in the future that has little or no 
effect on cash flow, and: 
 • Qualify for an income tax charitable deduction 
 • Avoid taxes on assets that have increased in value 
 •  Transfer the expense of insuring or maintaining assets you 

no longer need

Make a simple gift after your lifetime, and: 
 •  Maintain your current lifestyle by controlling your assets 

during your lifetime
 • Enjoy the flexibility to change plans 
 • Pass your retirement plan assets to us tax-free

CHOOSE FROM  
THESE OPTIONS… 
 
 • Stock or other securities 
 • Real estate 
 • Personal property

 • Gift in your will or trust 
 • Beneficiary designation



Carlos Leija
Chief Development Officer  
1575 E. 17th Street  |  Santa Ana, CA 92705-8506
(714) 619-0201  |  cleija@orangewoodfoundation.org

Ms. Dorothea A.  Anton*

Ms. Myrna S. Beach

Ms. Barbara Brewer

Mr.  Al J. Cardamon, Jr.*

Ms. Sonja Carlin

Alan and Melissa Clifton

Tracy and Steve Cooper

Kenneth H. Dart Foundation

Ann and Lee Diem

Cindy and Greg Dillion

Marie DonVito*

Greg and Julie Dunlap

Marty and Rich Dutch

Mrs. Lois Eisenberg*

David and Kelly Emmes

Linda and Alden Esping

Bruce and Lynn Fetter

Willis C. and Verene E.  George*

Catherine and Gilbert Gluck

Karen and Joel Goldhirsh

Susan and Jim Hart

Ms. Barbara J. Hendon

Mr. Nick D. Hinch

Gene Howard and Diana LaMar

Lisa and Bruce Hughes

Judith and Larry Jablin

Dr. Douglas and Sandra Jackson

Mitch and Lori Junkins

William E. Kuskey*

Carlos and Gwen Leija

General and Mrs. William Lyon

Gary and Lynn Macheel

Cyn and Bruce McCullough

Ms. Elizabeth McKibbin

Jim* and Oralee McNamara 

Ingrid Nielsen and Chad Gabbert

Laura and Jim Noonan

The O’Malley Family

Shirley Pepys

Mrs. Elsie Pierson

Mr. Thomas L. Powell

Jeanie and Troy Roe 

Jacqueline Smith

Ms. Jami Smith

Mr. Piero Wemyss

2018

MEMBERS

If you wish to be removed from our fundraising mailing list, please contact Judy Jankowski by email at  
jjankowski@orangewoodfoundation.org or by calling (714) 619-0205.

© The Stelter Company | The information in this publication is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult 
an attorney or tax advisor. Figures cited in examples are for hypothetical purposes only and are subject to change. References to 
estate and income taxes include federal taxes only. State income/estate taxes or state law may impact your results.

orangewoodfoundation.planmygift.org
Tax  ID  #95 -3616628

The individuals listed above are those 
who have informed Orangewood 
Foundation that they have made us 
part of their estate plans.

*Deceased  |  As of March 20, 2018

3 Ways to Put Family First
aming Orangewood Foundation as a beneficiary in your will is a simple way 
to enable the future of our vital services to foster and community youth. But 
maybe you’ve hesitated because you’re unsure about how much to give. 

Because life is unpredictable and the value of your assets is likely to rise and 
fall, you don’t want to risk that someday your charitable gift could outweigh the 
well-being of your family. Fortunately, there’s a solution.

PERCENTAGE GIVING 
Instead of a fixed amount, consider gifting a percentage of your estate or of specific 
assets. That way, gifts to loved ones and to organizations such as Orangewood 
Foundation remain proportional—no matter how your estate fluctuates. Here are 
three simple ways to put family first while supporting youth:  
 1. Gift a percentage of your estate to Orangewood Foundation in your will.
 2.  Leave Orangewood Foundation a percentage of your residual estate (the 

portion of your estate that remains after all gifts have been made and all claims 
of the estate are satisfied).

 3.  Name Orangewood Foundation as a beneficiary of a percentage of your life 
insurance policy or retirement account.

Giving a small percentage of your estate can have a bigger impact on 
Orangewood Foundation than you might think. Contact us today if you 
have questions about naming us as a beneficiary. If you’ve already named 
Orangewood Foundation as a beneficiary, please let us know so we can 
thank you for your generosity.


